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wish to do such things better than other people.
It seems to me that the elaborate organisation of
athletics is a really rather serious thing, because
it makes people unable to get on without some
species of excitement. 1 was staying the other
day at a quiet house in the country, where there
was nothing particular to do ; there was not,
strange to say, even a golf course within reach.
There came to stay there for a few days an
eminent golfer, who fell into a condition of really
pitiable dejection. The idea of taking a walk
or riding a bicycle was insupportable to him ;
and I think he never left the house except for a
rueful stroll in the garden. When I was a school-
master it used to distress me to find how invariably
the parents of boys discoursed with earnestness
and solemnity about a boy's games ; one was told
that a boy was a good field, and really had the
makings of an excellent bat ; eager inquiries were
made as to whether it was possible for the boy
to get some professional coaching ; in the case of
more philosophically inclined parents it generally
led on to a statement of the social advantages of
being a good cricketer, and often to the expression
of a belief that virtue was in some way indissolubly
connected with keenness in games. For one parent